
 

COMMISSION MINUTES 

February 14, 2022 

 

Minutes of the regularly scheduled meeting of the Sevier County Commissioners held this 

fourteenth day of February, 2022.  Meeting commenced at 1:30 p.m. with Commissioners Scott 

Johnson, Garth ‘Tooter’ Ogden, and Ralph Brown in the Commission Chambers of the Sevier 

County Administration Building, 250 North Main, Richfield, Utah.  Clerk/Auditor Steven C. 

Wall, County Attorney Casey Jewkes, and Executive Director Malcolm Nash were also present. 

 

Commission Business: 

Commissioner Johnson said the committee for the hot air balloon festival had met to get things 

up and going for this year’s festival that the County is involved with.  He said that the committee 

and Salina City appreciate the County’s involvement in that activity. 

 

Commissioner Brown reported that the ATV Jamboree registration opened at the first of 

February, and we already have approximately 250 registrations.  He said this is approximately 55 

more than we had one year ago at the same time.  He also updated the Commission on the 

Central Utah Counseling Center project in updating their facilities.  He said they are in the 

process of getting things ready to bid on the residential part of the project.  He then said that the 

Austin Special Service District is looking for additional funding and grants from other sources to 

help complete the upgrades to their water system improvements.  He commented that the County 

is also getting electrical work done on the new building at the Fairgrounds. 

 

Commissioner Ogden then reported on some of the activities of the legislature, specifically a 

Condensed Animal Feed Operation Bill.  He said there are several bills that UAC is working on 

that do affect the Counties including a bill requiring the municipalities to have a secondary water 

system that would affect the municipalities.   

 

County Attorney Jewkes also reported that there is a group of Attorney’s watching some of the 

legislative activities and bills that may affect them and the Counties.   

 

Date and Time set for two public hearings: 

The Commission then set the date and time for two public hearings.  The first to adopt the 

International Building Codes to be held February 28, 2022, at 1:45 p.m., and the second to 

amend the ordinance setting procedures and policies for the annual real property tax sale to be 

held at 1:50 p.m. on February 28, 2022.  After discussion, Commissioner Brown moved to set 

the dates and times as listed above for the public hearings to adopt the International Building 

Codes and amend the ordinance for the annual real property tax sale, second Commissioner 

Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Lance Stott appointed to Special Service District #1: 

Commissioner Ogden then said that Dennis Larson had turned in a letter of resignation from the 

Special Service District #1 Board and recommended a replacement of Lance Stott for that Board.  

He noted that Mr. Stott had a background in finance.  After discussion, Commissioner Johnson 

moved to thank Dennis Larson for his service and to appoint Lance Stott to the Special Service 

District #1 Board, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 
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Minutes of the January 24th Commission Meeting approved: 

Minutes of the January 24th Commission Meeting were reviewed and approved on a motion by 

Commissioner Johnson, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

Payment Approval Report for January approved: 

The Payment Approval Report for January was then reviewed and approved on a motion by 

Commissioner Brown, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Commission accepts Independent Audit from Central Utah Counseling Center: 

Nathan Strait and Richard Anderson from the Central Utah Counseling Center met with the 

Commission.  They thanked Commissioner Ogden who helped them work with the CIB Board to 

get funding to update their facilities here in Richfield.  They then reviewed their financial audit 

for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2021, noting that the independent auditors had given them a 

clean audit and the financial statements do represent fairly the financial position of the agency.  

They also noted that because of some increased funding they have received due to the pandemic, 

they have increased their reserves a little and have been able to increase their services to the 

public.  They reviewed how the money that the Counties in the Six County area provide to them 

is used to match funding from the State and to match Medicaid monies from the federal 

government making it possible to fund the services that they offer.  They reviewed the project 

they are currently doing with the CIB Board and working with the Sevier County Municipal 

Building Authority.  It is a three-part project which will expand the residential unit, constructing 

a new day center treatment center, and also a new critical treatment center.  Mr. Anderson 

indicated they had applied for the ARPA funding for the housing portion of the project, and they 

are working to move forward on that part of the project, which will allow them to use the CIB 

money to upgrade the critical treatment center and day treatment center portions of the project.  

Mr. Strait reported that because they have some extra money, they have been able to obtain some 

additional resources and they are able to work more with the Sheriff and Public Safety to get 

quicker treatment and faster response time to help with mental health counseling and other needs 

in their jobs.  The Commission thanked them for the work they are doing in Sevier County.  

After discussion, Commissioner Brown moved to accept the Independent Audit of the Central 

Utah Counseling Center, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

MOU with Sevier County Community Theater Association approved: 

The Commission then reviewed a Memorandum of Understanding between Sevier County and 

the Sevier County Community Theater Association which would allow them to use the 

Fairgrounds to practice rehearsals as well as provide them some funding for the next few years.  

The agreement will be reviewed annually during the budgeting process. After discussion, 

Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the Memorandum of Understanding with the Sevier 

County Community Theater Association, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

Items declared surplus, authorized for disposal: 

The Commission then reviewed a list of surplus personal property items.  After discussion, 

Commissioner Brown moved to declare the items on the list as surplus and authorize their 

disposal as indicated, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous.  
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Indigent Burial request for Charles Vickers approved: 

The Commission then reviewed a request for an indigent burial for Charles Vickers.  The 

Commission noted that the County Attorney had reviewed the request and indicated that Mr. 

Vickers was indigent.  After discussion, Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the request 

for payment for an indigent burial for Charles Vickers to Premier Funeral Services in the amount 

of $957, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

New Hires to fill vacant positions approved: 

Human Resource Director Craig Blake then reported on the hiring of four individuals for vacant 

positions.  He recommended Timothy VandeSluis as a Part-Time AEMT, Grade 13, at $18.10 

per hour beginning January 31, 2022; Tricia Mumford as a Full-Time Paramedic, Grade 15, at 

$19.74 per hour beginning January 31, 2022; Sharon McIntosh as Full-Time Corrections Cook, 

Grade 8 at $15.06 per hour beginning February 3, 2022; and Tyla Northrup as a Part-Time 

Paramedic, Grade 15, at $19.74 per hour beginning February 7, 2022.  After discussion, 

Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the new hires as recommended, second Commissioner 

Brown, unanimous. 

 

Jail Physician Assistant Employment Agreement updated: 

Mr. Blake then reviewed with the Commission an employment agreement for Jail Physician 

Assistant, noting that Bret Hilton has been the Physician Assistant at the Jail for several years, 

but he is changing the doctor that he is working under.  The new agreement is to reflect the 

change from the IHC doctor to Justin Abbot DO who he is currently working under.  The rest of 

the agreement remains the same.  After discussion, Commissioner Brown moved to approve the 

agreement as recommended, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Discussion and update on possible route for North Sevier Bike Path: 

Lyndon Friant, Jones & DeMille, then reviewed with the Commissioners a possible change in the 

proposed bike path in the North Sevier Area from Redmond to Salina.  He noted that the County 

has some property in that area that they had surplused in their last meeting with the intent to sell.  

After discussion with the surrounding property owners, they have agreed to move the bike path 

off of the highway and onto personal property.  The Commission is contemplating exchanging 

the county property in that area with the neighboring properties which would allow them to 

move the bike path away from the road.  The move would make it safer to traverse the 

walking/bike path with the cost remaining much the same as it was before.  There would be some 

fencing and entry/exit points.  They discussed continuing the path through Salina City property 

and School District property to get into Salina City.  Mr. Friant reported that he had spoken with 

Salina City and the School District and they would allow the path to go across their property and 

he is working with them to get the necessary easements and rights of way as needed.  Discussion 

followed concerning maintenance of the bike path and who would be responsible to maintain the 

path on City and School District property.  No action was taken at this time.  Once the 

agreements are done, it will allow Chad McWilliams to apply for additional tourism grants from 

other entities. 
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Brown Acres Minor Subdivision approved: 

The Commission then reviewed a land use application from RaeLyn Brown for Brown Acres 

Subdivision, a minor two-lot subdivision.  Zoning Administrator Jason Mackelprang noted that 

under the new regulations, the application did not need to come before the Commission, but the 

plats are requiring a signature from the Commission.  After discussion, Commissioner Brown 

moved to approve the Brown Acres two-lot subdivision, second Commissioner Johnson, 

unanimous. 

 

Information on Scholarship/Internship  

Jenna Draper, Economic Development for Six County Association of Governments, and Kenley 

Steck, Economic Development for Snow College, discussed with the Commission the Snow 

College Internship Program they would like to pursue.  Ms. Draper noted that Snow College had 

received a State grant through Sevier County to provide scholarships and internships in the area.  

The purpose would be to try to get employers to allow the internships where the college could 

reimburse them up to 80% where the students could learn the skills needed and stay in the area.  

There would be agreements or caveats that the students would need to stay in the area for at least 

6 months after the program, or they would need to repay the funds they received.  The funds and 

tracking for the rural county program would all be handled by Snow College with start-up 

funding of $170,000 to be covered by the grant and allow them to apply for future funding.  If 

future funding is not available, the Counties may need to help with funding up to approximately 

$80,000.  Discussion followed that these jobs would be for students on the Richfield Campus, 

and the funding would stay in the County to help the students find jobs in the County.  The 

Commission took no action at this time but thanked them for the information about the program. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m. 

   

 

       

      
 


